
INDIGENT FAMILIES NEED YOU – ESPECIALLY IF YOU PRACTICE IN SPRINGFIELD!

CPCS SEEKS ZEALOUS, EFFECTIVE ATTORNEYS WHO WANT TO PROTECT         THE RIGHTS OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN IN STATE INTERVENTION CASES
Families in Massachusetts continue to struggle.  The number of children who have been removed from their homes in the past few years and become part of an overburdened child welfare and court system remains historically high.  Most of these families cannot afford to hire attorneys.  In Massachusetts, children and indigent parents have the right to court-appointed counsel when the state seeks to take children away from their parents.  However, in many parts of the Commonwealth, particularly in Hampden County and other central and western counties, there are not enough certified attorneys to represent all these families in need.  
The Children and Family Law Division (CAFL) of the Committee for Public Counsel Services (CPCS) needs your help.  We are looking to increase the number of attorneys handling state intervention cases (typically referred to as “care and protection” or “termination of parental rights” cases) in the Massachusetts Juvenile Court.  We need to train more attorneys to provide zealous and timely representation for these families.  We are inviting members of the bar to apply for admission to the CAFL Trial Panel.   State intervention cases involve complex multi-party litigation with ever-changing facts and circumstances.  These cases involve the most basic and fundamental rights of individuals.  Our clients are fighting for their children, their homes, their right to grow up in a safe environment.  Our clients need skilled litigators who are unafraid to challenge unnecessary government intrusion; they need caring attorneys who will advocate for appropriate services even when services appear to be non-existent.  The skill and commitment of an attorney can change the course of a case and the future of a child and family. 
Here is some information that might help you decide whether you are interested in joining this panel of litigators. 

1.  Certification Training – This spring we will be conducting a seven-day training.   The first four days of the training (March 28 & 29, April 3 & 4) will be presented at Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference Center, 366 Main St, Sturbridge, MA 01566.  The next two days (April 9 & 10) will be presented at the Massachusetts Bar Association, 1441 Main Street, Springfield and at Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) 10 Winter Place, Boston. One-day mock hearings will be scheduled throughout the state on April 24, 25, and 26, 2018.  If selected, participants must keep all three dates open until assigned to a specific date and place for the mock hearing.  The training will be open to attorneys of all levels of experience, but trial experience is preferred.  Attorneys with significant trial experience may request a waiver of the last two and one-half days of trial skills training, including the mock hearing.  Successful completion of the training will enable attorneys to be certified to accept assignments in state intervention cases. 
 2. Assignment – Care and Protection/Termination of Parental Rights cases begin, most often, with the Department of Children and Families filing an ex parte petition after having taken emergency custody of a child.  The attorney’s responsibilities for the case begin immediately upon assignment, as he or she must prepare for a temporary hearing within 72 hours of any ex parte order (the “72-hour hearing”).  These cases frequently continue to be court involved for 15 months or more.   

3.   Compensation – Private attorneys are currently paid at the rate of $55/hour for their work on CAFL cases.  
4.  Expectations Regarding Performance – Certified attorneys are required to abide by CAFL’s performance standards 
     (https://www.publiccounsel.net/cafl/cafl-performance-standards/) 

and meet other requirements set forth in CPCS’s Assigned Counsel Manual (https://www.publiccounsel.net/assigned-counsel-manual/).            
5. 
Support – Each new member of CAFL’s private attorney panel is assigned a mentor.  The mentor is available to support the attorney for the first couple of years of practice, to introduce the attorney to court personnel and others, to assist in learning local practices, to attend initial court hearings, and to provide other support and assistance.  

Attorneys who are interested in pursuing this opportunity can find the application on our website here: CAFL TRIAL PANEL APPLICATION.  CPCS is committed to ensuring that the panel of attorneys accepting CAFL assignments is sensitive to the diversity of the client population it serves.  We will give preference to attorneys who submit completed applications by Monday, January 29, 2018.  We may continue to accept applications after that date, particularly from those who intend to practice in the western part of the state.        

If you have any questions, please email them to CAFLattorney@publiccounsel.net.

Please feel free to share this information with attorneys who may be interested.  

Thank you!

